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I D E N T I F Y ;

Q U E S T I O N  D E M A N D S

I N F O R M A T I O N  &  R E L A T I O N  W O R D S

M A T E R I A L S  T O  U S E

W H A T  D O E S  T H E
W R I T I N G  T A S K

R E Q U I R E  Y O U  T O  D O ?

I N F O R M A T I O N :
S U M M A R I S E ,

E X P L A I N ,  I L L U S T R A T E
- - -
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O N  Y O U R  O W N  H A N D O U T S ;

L O O K I N G  A T  T H E  P O I N T S  F R O M  T H E  P R E V I O U S  A C T I V I T Y ,  F R E E W R I T E
W H A T  T H E  S C O P E  O F  Y O U R  E S S A Y  W I L L  B E ;  

W H A T  W I L L  Y O U R  E S S A Y  S E E K  T O  S H O W ?

T H I S  I S  N O T  Y O U R  T H E S I S ,  B U T  A  F I R S T  S T E P  T O  G R O U N D  W H A T  Y O U R  E S S A Y  W I L L  P R O V E

Focusing The Essay
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W R I T E  O U T  A  W O R K I N G  V E R S I O N  O F  Y O U R  T H E S I S ,  T H A T  I N C L U D E S  T H E  
4  E L E M E N T S  O F  A  S T R O N G  T H E S I S .

Draft  Thesis

E X E R C I S E  # 4

T O P I C :  W H A T  M A T E R I A L  W I L L  B E  D I S C U S S E D  

O V E R A L L  C L A I M :  W H A T  A R E  Y O U  G O I N G  T O  P R O V E

R E L E V A N C E :  W H Y  I S  T H I S  C L A I M  I M P O R T A N T  T O
D I S C U S S / S I G N I F I C A N T

R O A D M A P :  H O W  W I L L  Y O U  D E M O N S T R A T E  Y O U R  C L A I M
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Argumentative, not descriptive.
They should contain a claim that could be disputed, not mere
observations from the material.

Specific.
Is your claim too general (can be easily applied to another text/topic)?
Does your claim consider specific features of the material you are writing
on/wider discourses it engages with?

Manageable
Can you fully espouse your claim within the length of the paper? Do you
need to trim timeframe/amount of the text you will consider?
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