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Workshop Agenda

▪ Slides on academic writing (≈4:00 – 4:20) 
 

▪ Sample college essay analysis in  
breakout rooms (≈4:20 – 4:40) 
 

▪ Post-breakout room debrief (≈4:40 – 5:00)
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What is Academic Writing? 
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What is Academic Writing? * 

* Disclaimer:  
 

The writing you do at NUS will vary widely depending on 
assignment, course, and major.  

 
This workshop is simply a general introduction to  

broad commonalities.  
 

For every assignment, read the prompt carefully,  
and check in with your professor,  

to make sure you understand its writing expectations. 
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Broad Commonalities

DraftingBrain 
storming

Proof 
reading

Most college students go through the following 
chronological process for each assignment: 
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Broad  
Commonalities

A typical  
written 

assignment  
is structured  

like this: 

 
Introduction 

 
Body Paragraph 1

 
Body Paragraph 2

 
Body Paragraph 3, etc.

 
Conclusion
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Introduction 

Often starts with a HOOK: 
something to grab the reader’s 
attention and make them 
want to keep reading . . .

 . . . goes on to make an 
ARGUMENT, or thesis, 
expressed in a sentence 
called the thesis statement, 
which might go, “In this 
essay, I argue that . . .” 

 . . . depending on 
assignment requirements, can 
end with a brief ROAD MAP 
outlining the main points the 
essay body will cover.
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Body Paragraph 

Begins with a TOPIC SENTENCE: 
captures the paragraph’s one 
main point, and advances the 
argument articulated in the 
introduction by one step.  

A professor should be able to 
get a snapshot of your paper 
just from reading its thesis 
statement and topic sentences. 

 . . . rest of paragraph goes on 
to develop the topic sentence’s 
one main point, usually by 
incorporating EVIDENCE from 
external sources, such as 
course readings.
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Conclusion 

Provides a SUMMARY of the 
main points the essay has 
covered . . . 

 . . . and might briefly explore 
the WIDER IMPLICATIONS of the 
essay topic, such as by 
connecting it to a related 
topic, or by pointing to 
directions for further research. 
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Two common concerns about 
academic writing involve 


plagiarism + citation.  



© Copyright National University of Singapore. All Rights Reserved. © Copyright National University of Singapore. All Rights Reserved. 

© Copyright National University of Singapore. All Rights Reserved. © Copyright National University of Singapore. All Rights Reserved. 

How do I avoid accidentally 
plagiarizing in my essay?  

An assignment might ask you to incorporate outside 
sources, like published articles, into your own writing.  

 
One strategy to avoid accidental plagiarism is 


diligent record-keeping.  
 

As you are gathering sources that will help you write your 
essay, keep a running list of the author’s name for each 
source, its title, and exact quotes relevant to your essay 

topic along with their page numbers.
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How do I avoid accidentally 
plagiarizing in my essay?  

Even if you are paraphrasing or summarizing an 
author’s ideas—that is, not copy-pasting an exact quote 

from a source directly into your essay, but                 
re-expressing what an author says in your own words—
you should still cite the page numbers where the ideas 

you are paraphrasing or summarizing appear. 
 

 It is better to err on the side of caution by over-citing 
your sources rather than under-citing them.
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How do I cite sources properly  
in my essay?  

The purpose of a citation is make it easier for your reader 
to go back to an external source you have quoted or 
paraphrased and find the original idea themselves. 


At its most basic, a citation therefore includes the last 
name of a source’s author, and a page number, in brackets 

at the end of your sentence. 


If an author’s last name already appears somewhere in 
your sentence, just the page number is enough.  
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How do I cite sources properly  
in my essay?  

At the end of your essay, include a “Works Cited” page 
in which you list all the sources you used in your essay. 

 
Again, provide all information necessary for your reader 

to easily find the source themselves, such as 

author name, source title, and publication year.
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How do I cite sources properly  
in my essay?  

The citation style with an author’s last name and a page 
number in brackets at the end of a sentence is known as 

MLA (Modern Language Association).


You can find a detailed guide on how to cite in MLA format 
on the Purdue Online Writing Lab website.
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How do I cite sources properly  
in my essay?  

An alternative citation style using footnotes 

is known as Chicago. 


A detailed guide on how to cite in Chicago format is 
available at chicagomanualofstyle.org
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How do I cite sources properly  
in my essay?  

If an assignment prompt does not specify what citation 
style you should use, and if your professor expresses no 

preference, how you format citations is up to you.


Any major citation style—such as APA, Chicago, MLA, or 
others—is acceptable, so long as you use only one citation 

style consistently throughout your essay.
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Workshop Agenda

 
 

▪ Sample college essay analysis in  
breakout rooms (≈4:20 – 4:40) 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You will be put into a Zoom breakout room  
containing ≈4 people for ≈20 minutes.


First, read the sample college essay emailed to you,

 on the topic of veganism.


You do not have to read it extremely carefully.

 


Simply skimming to get a general sense is sufficient. 
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Then, with the other people in your breakout room, 
 discuss the following: 

• What kind of writing did you do before NUS? 
 

• How is the sample essay similar to, or different from,  
the writing you did before NUS? 

 
• What is 1 question you have about academic writing  

that the workshop has not answered yet? 
 

Nominate an ambassador from your breakout room  
to share an overview of your discussion,  

and your 1 question, in the post-breakout room debrief. 
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Workshop Agenda

 
 

 
 

▪ Post-breakout room debrief (≈4:40 – 5:00)
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I will now ask each breakout room’s ambassador  
to provide a quick recap of what their group discussed,  

and share their 1 question.
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Additional Writers’ Centre Workshops

▪ “Critical Reading and 
Annotating” (Week 4) 
 

▪ “Generating the Essay” 
(Week 5) 
 

▪ “Reviewing and 
Rewriting” (Week 6)

Signup  
QR  

code:
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Workshop Feedback

Weeks  
4 / 5 / 6 

workshop 
signup:

Introduction to 
College Writing  

workshop 
feedback:


